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!, (C - ENTIRE TEXT) 

z. summary: military road and air traffic has diminished in 

KABUu DURING THE PAST THREE DAYS. PERHAPS INDICATING A LESSENING 
CF PROBLEMS NEARBY OR A MOVEMENT OF THOSE FORCES TO OTHER 
TROUBLE SPOTS. THE CITY IS EXPERIENCING OTHER OIFFICULTJES. 
HOWEVER, AS THE GASOLINE SHORTAGE HAS CONTINUED CAUSING TRAFFIC 
JAMS AROUND PETROL PUMPS. FOOO SHORTAGES HAVE ALSO INTENSI- 
FIEO. ANO PRICES OF AVAILABLE BASIC COMMODITIES HAVE RISEN, 
IN SOME INSTANCES AS MUCH AS 20 PERCENT IN THE PAST MEEK. 
POLCE ANO ARNEO PARCHANIST SPOT SEARCHES OF VEHtCvES IN KABUL 
HAVE CONTINUED ANO TAXI ORIVERS HAVE BEEN FORCEO TO SIGN 
PLEDGES TO TURN IN SUSPICIOUS PERSONS. SOVIET ANO AFGHAN 
MILITARY ANO SECURITY FORCES HAVE BECOME MORE ALERT AND 
PATROLS HAVE INCREASED AS RUMORS CONTINUE TO SURFACE THAT TOP 
KHALOIS ARE ABOUT TO BE DISMISSED OR EXILED TO SOME VERY 
INTERESTING PLACES. STORIES OF FRESH BATTLES IN THE COUNTRY- 
SIDE ARE HEARD DAILY, BUT THE FLOW OF REFUGEES INTO THE CITY 
SEEKS TO HAVE SLOWED. THE OFFICIAL MEDIA EXTOLLED THE -SOCIA- 
LIST" GLORIES OF THE OLYMPICS AS IT ANNOUNEO THAT THE AFGHAN 
PARTICIPANTS MERE TO REMAIN IN THE USSR INDEFINITELY. THE 
LAST AMERICAN IN HERAT HAS MOVED TO KABUL ALONG WITH HIS 
WESTERN COLLEAGUES BECAUSE OF THE SECURITY SITUATIONRSN THAT 
CITY. NEAR THE IRANIAN BORDER. THERE ARE NOW fi AMERICANS IN 
AFGHANISTAN. END SUMMARY, 

3. THE ROAR CF MILITARY ROAD AND AIR TRANSPORT ANOSFIGHTING 
EQUIPMENT IN AND OUT OF THE CITY HAS DIMINISHED CONSIDERABLY 
IN THE PAST THREE OAYS. THE LACK OF NEKS OF FIGHTING IN THE 
NEARBY COUNTRYSIDE INDICATES THAT MILITARY FORCES HAVE COM- 
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PLETEO THEIR MISSIONS THERE. HOWEVER, INDICATIONS OF 
TROUBLES ELSEWHERE MAY MEAN THAT THE TROOPS HAVE BEEN 
DIRECTEO TO OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY. (SEE ScLCw). 

M. THE GREATEST TURBULENCE IN THE CITY OURING THE PAST 
WEEK HAS BEEN THE TRAFFIC JAMS ANO FIST FIGHTS AROUND SERVICE 
STATIONS AS KABULIS LINE ii? FOR RATIONED GASO-INE. 
(THE EMBASSY HAS MANAGED TO OBTAIN A TWO-MONTH SUPPLY.) 
TROOPS WERE ASSIGNED TO KEEP ORDER AT SEVERAL STATIONS IN 
THE CITY AFTER 'VIOLENT INCIDENTS AMONG ORIVERS FIGHTING FOR 
FIRST PLACE. .(PRIVATE VEHICLES MUST COMPETE WITH TAXIS, 
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3jS = S AND MILITARY VEHICLES FOR THE SCARCE FUEL.) ONE CON- 
TACT CLAIMS THAT A SLACK MARKET HAS APPEARED IN WHICH 3AS IS 
SCO AT IS PERCENT OVER NORMAL PRICES. 

5. MEANWHILE, 3000 QUALITY WHEAT, A STAPLE IN KABUL. HAS DIS- 
APPEARED FROM THE MARKET AND THE PRICES OF POORER VARIETIES 
HAVE CONTINUEO TO CLIMB. SEVERAL VARIETIES OF VESETASlES 
HAVE ALSO BEEN HISSING FROM 3R0CERS' SHELVES ANO THE PRICE 

CF MEDIUM QUALITY RICE HAS RISEN 20 PERCENT IN THE PAST WEEK. 
(AND 35 PERCENT OVER A YEAR A3Q>. MEAT PRICES HAVE RISEN 
5-7 PERCENT IN THE PAST WEEK. 

6, SOME SOURCES SlAME THE SHORTAGES ON RESISTANCE ACTIVITY 
WHICH HAS REPORTEOLY DISRUPTEO SUPPLY LINES. A CUSTOMS 
OFFICER AND SEVERAL TAXI DRIVERS ARE REPEAT INS A STORY THAT 
A SOVIET FUEL CONVOY HAS BEEN SURROUNOEO BY INSURGENTS MHO 
THROATEN TO BLOW UP AS MANY AS 100 TRUCKS IF A RANSOM IS 
NOT PAIO. HOWEVER, OTHERS POOH-POOH THAT ALLEGATION ANO 
SAY THAT THERE HAS BEEN wELll 

M3* 
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3 QYNIAISCW LOTKlSuIwON THEIR HAY TO 

kabul. several taxi drivers have speculated that the re3ime 
is h0l0in3 back supplies until after the id holidays when it 
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plans to raise the prices «o percent, the Turkish embassy 
has a report twt the director of government monopi-ies has 
been arrested k$ a scapegoat. 

7. spot searches of taxis and private vehicles in ka3u- 3y 
police ano armed parcham youths have continueo. witnesses 
have reported at least one instance of a taxi orivsr 3ein3 
arrested as a result. but here unable to determine my. 
two of our contacts have told us that taxi drivers have 3sen 
ordered to sign pledges to turn in -suspicious- persons to 
the nearest police station. drivers were warned that fauure 
to do so would subject them to one to three months in jau ano 
a fine of, afs s, 000 (about $115). 

note by oct: (*) as received. correction to fo.low. 
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